
Reinstating the 
FANHS-NYC 
Chapter 
BY Kevin Nadal 
FANHS NYC President

When I was 18 years old, I became 
active with FANHS-LA and ever since 
then, my life had changed forever. At 
the time, I was an officer for my 
Filipino American college student 
organization, and FANHS was looking 
for volunteers to help with various 
projects including the mural in 
Historic Pilipino Town, the Filipino 
American library, and partnerships 
with Filipino American veterans and 
Filipino American youth. From there, 
I became more active by attending 
various lectures and workshops, 
where I would learn more about the 
Filipino American farm workers, the 
“pensionados”, and about famous 
Filipino Americans. (The most 
famous Filipinos at the time were Tia 
Carrera, Jocelyn Enriquez, Nia 
Peeples, Paolo Montalban, and of 
course Dante "Rufio" Basco). I went to 
my first FANHS national conference 
in 1998 in Portland, OR, and my first 
impression was that FANHS was an 

organization that obviously promoted 

Filipino American history and 
education, but that also served as a 
family for all of its members. It was 
comforting to know that there were 
older Filipino Americans who were 
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FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY 

MONTH RECOGNIZED
By: Pamela Santos

Following last year’s proclamation 
by the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Governor David 
Paterson both officially proclaimed 
October of this year to be Filipino 
American History Month in New 
York. The proclamations from both 

executive-level offices were the 
result of a joint community effort 
spearheaded by FANHS-NYC, the 
Philippine Consulate of New York, 
and NaFFAA New York. !Filipino 
Americans and New York share a 
rich cultural heritage ever since 
the first wave of pensionados 
arrived. FANHS-NYC looks forward 
to future plans to make Filipino 
American History Month a reality 
for New York every year!

TGIF- THANK GOD I’M FILIPINO:                     

Ron Buenaventura (FANHS National Secretary 

and FANHS San Diego) visited NYC to host 

workshop about cultural preservation. 

FANHS METRO NEW YORK Chapter:     

Open Mic Night featuring talented members of 

the Filipino American community.          

FILIPINO HERITAGE MONTH 2010                 

Celebrating our culture as Flilipinos in New 

York City and one day, nation wide. 
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born and raised in the US and spoke 
mostly English (just like me). It was 
nice to see that there were 
academics, activists, lolas, and lolos 
who were all interested in giving 
voice to our people. From there, I 

knew I'd want to be part of FANHS 

forever. When I went to graduate 
school in Michigan, I joined FANHS-
Midwest chapter, where I was able 
to return the favor and teach young 
Filipino Americans about our 
history as a people. And when I 
moved to New York and eventually 
finished my doctoral program, I 
knew it was time to return back to 
FANHS once again. With the help of 
nine other fabulous people, we 
reinstated the FANHS-Metro New 
York Chapter in 2009.
I share my story with all of you 
because I hope it can help you to see
how wonderful an organization that 
FANHS is and hopefully will spark
your interest in joining. If you are 
an academic, historian,
researcher, or graduate student, 
FANHS can be a support system 
that can help you in promoting your 
work, recruiting participants/
collecting data, or even just 
validating that your career
is important and necessary, If you 
are an artist or performer, FANHS
can be a space where you can 
express yourself and create your 
art,while integrating your passion for 
Filipino American history into your 
expressions and creations. If you are 
a young person, FANHS can be a place 
where you can learn more about your 
culture and help to solidify your 
identity as a Filipino American. And if 
you're just a person who enjoys good 
company, FANHS can be a place 

where you can listen to stories of 
what the Filipino community was like 
30 years ago, where you can hear 
first accounts of immigration and 
overcoming discrimination, or where 
you can contribute by sharing your 
own personal experiences to people 
who would love to hear it. With that, I

extend a warm invitation for you to 
join our organization and our
family.

Maraming salamat,
Kevin

THANK GOD I’M FILIPINO: 

The Metro New York Chapter of 

FANHS at the FANHS national 

conference held July at University of 

Seattle 

Joey and Jackie Tabasco :                 

Long time supporters and Board 

Members of FANHS.

California! 916,678
Hawaii                        170,635             
Ilinois                          86,298
New Jersey                 85,245
New York                    82,000
Washington                 65,373
Texas                           58,340
Florida                         54,310
Virginia                        47,609
Nevada                         40,529
* Census 2000 Top Ten US States with Filipino Americans

In the News

City of New York recognizes October as 

Filipino American History Month

FANHS Vice President Rose Ann 

Cunanan and FANHS President 

Kevin Nadal receives Proclamation 

from Mayor Bloomberg at special 

event with Consul General Cecile  

Rebong.



CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 

HISTORY MONTH

Name: FANHS National

Founded: 1982 

Founders:  Fred and 

Dorothy Cordova

Birth Place: Seattle, WA

Favorite quote: “Inside 

Every Memory is a Story 

Ready to be Told”

About FANHS:  “To 

promote understanding, 

education, enlightenment, 

appreciation and 

enrichment through the 

identification, gathering, 

preservation and 

dissemination of the history 

and culture of Filipino 

Americans in the United 

States.

FIRST ANNUAL ‘SHOW AND TELL’ EVENT AT FAHSI 

By Rose-Ann Cunanan-Ubarra

On October 24, 2010 at the Philippine American 
Center in Queens, the FANHS-MNY held a Show 

and Tell Event. !FANHS-MNY members 
and  community came to share their 
pictures and stories of Filipino 
American History of NY. !
Chapter President, Kevin Nadal stated, 
“We discussed everything from our 
parents who immigrated in the 
1940s-1980s, the “pensionados” who
studied at Columbia, NYU, Fordham, 
and Rutgers. The Filipino restaurant 
that was open in Brooklyn in the 1920s, 
and our own personal experiences with 
identity and discrimination.”
The Show and Tell Event was one of the 

first activities to promote our project, a 
new book entitled “Filipinos in New 
York.” !FANHS-NYC members are 
currently compiling stories and pictures 
for our book.
If you have an archival information you 
would like to share, please contact
fanhs.mny@gmail.com

Future events 
in 2011
Please join us!

Tayo Na!

January 16th                  
FANHS NYC Elections and Oral History Workshop!
April - Asian American Heritage Month!

June  - Philippine 
Independence Day!

November- Filipino 
American History Month

NUMBERS

Population of Filipinos 

in NYC

82,000
Number of Filipino 

Restaurants in Queens

15
FANHS Chapters in 

the US

26

mailto:fanhs.mny@gmail.com
mailto:fanhs.mny@gmail.com
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On 10/10/10, FANHS-MNYC 
hosted its first (and hopefully 
annual) Open Mic Night at Stage 
Left Theater in Midtown 
Manhattan. This intimate event 
was an opportunity to showcase 
some of the best and local pinay 
and pinoy performers in New 
York City. The event was hosted 
by our Michelle “Mochi” 

Camaya (Cast Member of the 
Lion King on Broadway and 
Finalist on Step it up and Dance). 
The show was graced by 
beautiful singer songwriters like 
Anne Beryl Taospuso Cling 
Corotan, John-Flor Sisante, 
and Jay Legaspi. Up and coming 
vocalist Kathleen Siapno 

covered some
beautiful ballads, while Kay 
Ulanday Barrett, Jackie 
Mariano, and poetry duo 
Sandata (Valerie Francisco 
and Melanie Dulfo) shared 
some amazing spoken word and 
poetry. The night ended with the 

smooth hip hop lyrics of 
Hydoponikz. Throughout the 
night, our very own Kevin
Nadal shared various fun facts 
about Filipino Americans in New 
York City, while audience 
members were able to enjoy some 
merienda snacks and 
refreshments. Not only were we 
able to share our many talents, 
but we were able to connect 
various sectors of our community
—including artists, musicians, 
poets, community organizers, 
educators, young professionals, 
and students; to celebrate Filipino 
American History Month.

Open Mic Night at Stage Left Theater

1. ! Krystal’s

2. ! Ihawan

3. ! Jollibee

4. ! Kuma Inn

5. ! Engelines

6. ! Grill 21

7. ! Fat Buddha  

8.  ! Purple  Yam

 9. ! Cafe 81

10. ! Payag

   What is your favorite spot 
for Filipino food in NYC?

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

As the New Year approaches FANHS 
NYC would like to wish you a warm 
holiday season. 

We hope you will join us in 2011 as 
we continue to plan educational 
programming, social events and 
networking opportunities in the 
Filipino American community of 
Greater New York. 

CONTACT US
 Join the yahoogroup to get emails about 
upcoming events and activities of the chapter

:http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fanhs-nyc/

http://www.fanhs-nyc.org/
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For more information about becoming involved , 

volunteering or to learn about upcoming events, 

with the Metro New York Chapter of FANHS 

chapter please email knadal@gmail.com

http://www.fanhs-nyc.org/
http://www.fanhs-nyc.org/

