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250 YOUNG Filipino-American
professionals meet and mix.

CORE Executive Committee with the
Consul General and Deputy Consul
General. (From left, standing): Pamela
Santos, Lara Manjares, Marc Galindo, Jose
Rivera, Jess Villarina, Karen Balasi and
Jocelyn Bernal. (From left, seated): Iris
Ria Pacis, Carissa Villacorta, Vladimir
Manuel, Consul General Lacanlale, Deputy
Consul General Jimeno and Abby
Veneracion.
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250 Fil-Am professionals
attend networking event
By INQ7.net

A HIGH-IMPACT networking event brought
together young Filipino-American professionals
on March 7 at the Philippine Center in New
York. This is a pilot project of US-based
volunteer group Collaborative Opportunities for
Raising Empowerment (CORE).

CORE, which seeks to empower young Filipino
professionals as a collective body in the US,
announced that the event dubbed as
"Harnessing Individual Successes Toward
Collective Empowerment" was unanimously
declared a resounding success. Apart from a
networking reception for young Fil-Am professionals, the event also featured a
panel discussion with successful Fil-Ams.

In her welcome remarks, Philippine Consul General to New York Linglingay F.
Lacanlale encouraged young Filipino professionals to keep the momentum going
and the network growing.

"With the enthusiasm and the overwhelming turnout that I see again tonight, I
believe that I may after all see in my lifetime and your parents' lifetime, a Filipino-
American community, strong, confident and a major force in American society," she
affirmed.

Meanwhile, in his opening remarks, Vladimir J.M. Manuel, CORE chair and project
director of the event, appealed to young Fil-Am professionals to actively participate
in their own progress, "because only through great numbers can [young Filipino
professionals] truly achieve larger victories as a collective people in [their]
professions and in our communities." 

Nelsie Parrado, an adviser to CORE who helped organize last year's reception
added, "[On] March 7, I felt a sense of fulfillment seeing and hearing [this]
generation of young Filipino professionals full of promise and enthusiasm. The
dream of this generation taking over and leading our Fil-Am community into the
next level so that we may be recognized as an ethnic group with substance is now
becoming a reality."

Guest speakers represented a wide range of
industries. They were Ernabel Demillo, news
reporter and fill-in anchor for Fox 5's "Good
Day New York;" Engineer Rodolfo C. Quiambao,
founder and president of Rudell & Associates;
Robert C. Rivas, mayor of Bergenfield, New
Jersey; Therese R. Rodriguez, executive
director of the Asian and Pacific Islander
Coalition on HIV/AIDS Inc. (APICHA), and
Joanne de Asis, chair of Globe Capital Partners,
who was represented by her managing director
Isabel Alejandrino.

During their speeches, these five speakers
shared their secrets to success and encouraged
the attendees to follow their dreams,
persevere, and seize opportunities. Issues of
importance to young professionals, such as
mentoring, were addressed at a Q&A segment of the program. The speakers, and
special invited guest Candice Custodio (a.k.a. DJ Kuttin Kandi) then joined the
attendees at the networking reception to continue discussions one-on-one.

In addition to the networking reception and panel discussion, the affair featured a
silent auction of merchandise donated by renowned fashion designers such as
Natori, Rafe New York and Sari-Sari Store, autographed memorabilia from Flower
Drum Song, and other goodwill items from companies such as Victoria's Secret and
Boom LLC. Proceeds from the event will fund CORE's upcoming projects and benefit
Read Philippines, a project launched by the Philippine Consulate General that builds
Philippine book collections in public libraries in the New York metropolitan area to
develop greater interest and awareness of Philippine culture, history and values
among Filipino American children, their friends and the community at large.
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(L-R) CORE chair Vladimir J.M. Manuel,
his wife Patricia Dimanlig-Manuel, and
friend Trixie Bantug

In addition to the inspirational speakers, attendees and volunteers, contributing to
the success of the evening were the Philippine Consulate General, the Philippine
Center, Victor Reyes of AXA Advisors LLC, and several other businesses and
individuals whose financial and moral support made the event possible.

AXA Advisors is part of the global AXA group,
one of the five largest asset managers in the
world. Reyes and AXA Advisors were a Bronze-
Level sponsor of the networking event.

"On behalf of the executive committee of CORE,
I would like to thank the panelists, guests,
volunteers, business and individual sponsors,
the press, and the 250 attendees who made
this event a success," said Marc D. Galindo,
marketing and public relations manager of the
event. "It's been exciting to see how much
support and interest CORE has received from so
many people and places."

Attendees representing a number of industries and arriving from such distances as
Nevada and Georgia were at the event.

"Having attended the Philippine Consul General-CORE networking event last Friday,
I was pleasantly surprised with the fantastic turnout and realized the immediate
benefit for attending that evening's event," said Kyle Viriña, a business
development partner at Yellowbulb, a Management Consulting Group.

"It's such an honor to finally attend an event within the Philippine Center in New
York," commented Omar Moraleda, who comes from Norwalk, Connecticut.

"I was glad to be there," cheered Antero Martinez, former head of the Philippine
New York Jaycees.

With the success of the March 7 event, CORE will match volunteers with
organizations and causes, even those not directly involved with CORE. A transition
group made up of current and new CORE volunteers is currently discussing future
plans that will ensure that the great potential for collective action amongst young
Filipino professionals is actualized. CORE welcomes inputs and voluntary
membership from interested individuals and organizations across the United States.

CORE is a collaborative and voluntary effort of leaders from groups such as the
Filipino American Human Services Inc.; Filipino Young Professionals of New York;
Philippine New York Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees) Inc.; Filipino
Information Technology Group Inc. (FITG); Filipino Intercollegiate Networking
Dialogue Inc. (FIND) Alumni; Maharajah USA Inc.; National Federation of Filipino
American Associations-New York/New Jersey; Filipino American Association of
Engineers NY/NJ/Connecticut; Ateneo Eastern States Foundation; Arkipelago and
Maarte.org; Filipino American Coalition for Environmental Solutions; Philippine
Independence Day Committee Inc.; and UNSRC Philippine Cultural Society.

For more information about joining CORE, please contact Carissa Villacorta,
secretary, at +212 764-1330 ext. 601, or e-mail cvillacorta@mindspring.com. You
can also find more information on CORE and the March 7 event at www.core-
nyc.com.
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